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(54) Transparent material with perforations 

(57) A transparent material C for use in advertising, supports one or more printed layers D and E, and is attached to a 
substrate A which may be a window or other transparent material. To improve the visibility of the printed layers, the materia! 
C is provided with a plurality of perforations F. These perforations may be of circular, square or other shape, and the 
perforations may be effected before or after the addition of printed layers. The material C and printed layers, may be 
attached to the substrate A by means of a self-cling layer B. Material C may be a vinyl polymer. 
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THANSPARSITT MATSSI/iI TOP. PRIOTING, WITH PSEFOHtTIO!©. 



?hi9 invention relates tc n transparent material for printing, with 
perforations,, 

Transparent materials such as clear vinyl 9re veil known end used 
extensively by many industries for printing. It is adhered to :neny 
surfaces including windows and the like transparent medium, often for 
advertising purposes, by Tseens of 2 self-cling or a self-adhesive 
layer which i3 usually protected by a peel off backing paper or card 
prior to it bein# epplied to the desired surface* The opposite aide 
is used for the printer? natter, which can be in revere or norrael print 
cepending on which sidf* the printed matter is required to be read fronu 
If e transparent irateri*°1 such as clear vinyl has thr printed patter in 
reverse print end the printed matter printed ^eain over the top, the 
printed matter can be read fi-om both sides 0 Thiir is often seen on shop 
doors and windows for publicity purposes 0 

Clear vinyl or eny similsr transparent material used by the printing 
industry, printed on in eny of the ways outlined will obstruct light 
and vision^ 

According to the present invention there is providec the fscility for 
a tmnspsrent ^at^ria 1 to % e used for printing, which offers the 
visibility of printer! natter fto* either sioe allowing vision through 
fear- the other side without sight of the printed rastter, and the ability 
for the printed matter and through vision to alternate vjith each other y 

the printed matter side facing the greater light source, be it natural 



or artificial, being revealcc:$ thus four surfaces are ultimately 
available, by means of printed layers and perforation, which csn take 
place before or or after all the print layers have been applied, when 
fixed to either side of a window or the like transparent medium » 

A specific embodiment of the invention will now be described by way 
of example with reference to the accompanying drawings in which s- 

Figure 1 shows a cross-section of the transparent materiel with the 
print layers applied an3 perforations adhered to a window or the like 
transparent medium* 

FLeure 2 shows the reverse printed Tnatter applied to the Jir* 1 
example which would reafi 9 12345 ' vhen viwe4 from the right han* side 

of Fi£\> 1 example* 

Figure 3 shows the printed ratter end vision through hpve both been 
reversed from the example in Fig 0 1 yet the transparent ranteriol is 
adhered to the same siCo of the window or the like transparent medium. 

Figure 4 shows what is actually printed on the transparent material 
in the example FL/? & 3* 

Figure 5 shows a side view, grossly exaggerated, of the transparent 
material with perforations Q 

figure 6 shows the three printed layers recuircd to achieve the sbilit? 
of the printed watter through vision to rltc-wtc with escv; other, 
the side feeing the greater li£*rt source beir.c rtrvenlc-*. 



Bef erring to the drawings the- transparent material C, with the 
perforations 7 is adhered to either sice of e window or the like 
transparent medium A by the self-cling or self-adhesive layer B which vas 
protected by a peel off hacking paper or card (not shown). It may be 
necessary to incorporate some protection in this layer from the surife 
harmful rayn. In order to nchieve visibility of th* printed mctter from 
one side and allow vision through froo the other side the transparent 
material needs two print layers and perforations. The invention is not 
restricted to the transparent naterial being perforated before the print 
layers are applied, but may be extended to perforation taking place after 
the completion of all the print leysrs. Iu sonc cases it may even prove 
advantageous to perforate after the completion of the print layers. The 
density of the perforations can be varied to allow differing degrees of 
vision for different applications and to suit 3 personal preference or 
particular requirement,, The density envisaged ranges between 50 and 250 
perforations per 25vm square, although the invention is not restricted 
to this range. The perforations are shown in Figure 5 os circular but 
they are not in fact restricted to being circular as the invention may 
be extended to the use of various shapes, for example they may be 
square, elliptical or any irregular fore should the use of a shape other 
than circular be advantageous, For visibility of the printed matter with 
through vision allowed frcic the other si&e two print layers are applied,, 
The two print layers are e printed matter layer (s) D in normal or reverse 
print as required and an ell over single colour (s) print layer (s) IS 
which would give the desired effect on vision as required providing 
that colour prevents vision of the printed matter layer (s) when viewed 
from the single colour side. It nay be necessary to epply several layers 
o_ the sane colour or even different colours ir. order to prevent vision 
of the panted matter Jaycr(s). The colour nac* for the- sl3 over single 
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colour print lsyer(s) would rake the window or the like transparent 
wedicm appear tinted in the- colour (s) used when vision through it is 
practised. The reversa prirteS tnatter shown in Pi-. 2 applied to the 
Hj/. 1 exanple would allow the printed aattcr to be visible iron the 
rieht hand side of the ilg. 1 example, vision bein<* allowed through 
froir the opposite side. I^e printed natter shown in ^£-. 4 applied to 
the lig. 5 exesple would allow the printed letter to be visible froc 
the left hand side of the ^.t. 3 e»mp3". vision b*in*- allow?-: through 
from the opposite side, beceuse the all over single colour(s) print 
layor(s) has been applied first. Both sss-splsc c*ven in W 5 . 1 and He 
2 sbov the transparent iscterisl adhere'' to ths same side of a window 
or the like transparent tweUtm best it ccn b? acVaercl to either side, 
end visibility of the printe-? matter oan be frore either side, by 
applyitij the printed Inhere in the appropirte order. It should be 
realised that the* visibild^r of the printer. w?tter on one side vith 
vision through from the other side ocn only be oobisved by the printed 
matter layer(s) facin- towards the jester li^it source, be it artificial 
or natural. It followr tret if the inside of a >dnnow or the like 
transparent neciun is darker than the outsit c'us to deylight, vision 
from the inside through the perforations to the outsid* is allowed, 
light can pass throng the perforations fro* the outside to the ineide 
and the printed metter layer (o) will be visible fro* the outside, so the 
printed matter layer (s) chonld be applied to f»ce the outside. Iteine 
the hours of darkness the inside of the window or the like transparent 
mediun nay be lighter than the outside due to artificial litfit(a), so 
the facilities of ligi-t passsge, through virion end visibility of the 
printed matter would be reversed. The prints, mstter layer(s) should 
then be applied so tl»t it fr.ces inride. The.?e eharootsrieticn car. 



however be overcome by making the darker side bri/*hter than the other 
side by the- use of artificial light such as ppotlirihte directed at the 
side of the window or the like transparent medium yhere vision of the 
printed matter is required. If this is on the inside of a shop window 
the daylight on the outside of the window can be reduced by lowering 
the shop's outside canopy if fitted^ ss well as usinj t:potlight8 inside 
the shopo Hgure 6 shews s further printed matter layer (s) C- ;. r hich can 
be the same or different to the printed matter layer (s) D, the printed 
natter feeing the greater light source bcin^ revealed with through 
•/isicn allowed fton the darker side« This offers the ability for the 
printed matter and through vision to alternate with each other^ both 

naturally between day end virjtit and under control with artificial light* 
In certain circumstances th'> ability to alternate vouH be advantageous, 
by natural H^fct in Iste-night, teke-cway food shops or laundrettes, 
and artificially for frdvertisin* purpose:: whioh would allow the prints? 
setter to appear end. disappear for added impact 0 !Fhe ability of the 
printed matter end through vision to alternate with each other would 
involve 3 print layer r* ss shown in Fig<> 6„ thesr* are s reverse printed 
ratter layer (s), over vhic'i ±3 applied an f>I1 over single colour (s) 
print layer (s) and th:?n e further printec 1 ratter layer (s). The individual 
site for application and the individual requirements would determine 
which side of the window or the like transparent medium would be used 
for adhe?3ion and which side would show the printed matter allcwin- 
11irou : «£) vision from the opposite side, be it constant or nlternrtin^,, 
The A surfaces that ^re ultimately available with the alternating 
printed matter layers are through vision from both sides and visibility 
of the printed matter f^om both sidoe. 
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CIAIMS 



1 A transparent material for printing, with perforations providing the 
facility of visibility of printed matter from either side allowing 
through vision from the other side without sight of the printed matter, 
and the ability for the printed matter and through vision to alternate 
vith each other, the printed matter side facing the greater light source, 
be it natural or artificial, being revealed* thus four surfaces are 
ultimately available, by means of printed layers and perforation, which 
can -take place before or after all the print layers have been applied, 
when adhered to either side of a window or the like transparent medium. 

2 A transparent material for printing, with perforations as claimed 
in Claia 1 wherein means is provided to adhere the material to a window 
or the like transparent medium by a aelf-cling or self-adhesive layer 
which may be proteoted by a peel-off backing paper or cardo 

3 A transparent material for printing, with perforations as claimed 
in Claim 1 or Claim 2, wherein tne perforations may take the shape of 
a regular form such as circular er square, or even an irregular forn. 

4 A transparent material for printing, vith perforations as claimed 
in any preceding claim wherein the density of the perforations aay or 
may not be uniform 0 

5 A transparent material for printing, with perforations as clair.eu 
in Clai* 4, therein the material may have an undefined number of 
perforations in its width and length of a uniform density, 

6 A transparent material for printing, with perforations substsntielly 
as described herein with reference to Jigures 1-6 of the acccrrpsnying 
drawings o 



